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But it was, either as a tale or as a sermon, extra-
ordinarily unexhilarating. However, although the
little volume has never been re-issued, the reader
may in this matter indolently form his own opinion,
since Bailey, finding that people would not accept
" The Angel World," formed an ingenious and un-
fortunate project, which he continued to carry out
for the rest of his life. If a poem was received by
the critics and the public with marked disfavour, he
would be even with them by putting it bodily into
the next edition of " Festus." The argument in his
mind seems to have been something like this : " You
won't read my new piece, and you say you prefer
'Festus'? Very well, then it shall form part of
'Festus/ and so you will be obliged to read it."
Accordingly, as research will prove, "The Angel
World " was broken into two parts, and was silently
implanted in the middle of the next edition of
" Festus/' with such verbal adaptations as were
necessary, but otherwise without change.

Internal evidence tends to show that the crushing
failure of " The Angel World " convinced the poet
of his error in depending wholly on improvisation
or "inspiration." In 1855 he published "The
Mystic/' a volume which displays a close preoccupa-
tion with form. It consists of three unrelated poems,
of which the first is modelled on Shelley's " Alastor,"
while the second, called " A Spiritual Legend/' is a
strenuous and almost violent pastiche of Miltonic
blank verse, the stresses and inversions and elisions
of the rhythm of " Paradise Lost" being reproduced